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questions welcomed anytime
-> voice
-> Etherpad
-> jitsi chats





Web 1.0

Serendipity
 

Random 
encounters
 

Fake 
identity
 

Artificiality
 

Idling
 

Magic 
circle
 If everyone is anon, 

sometimes they all blend into 
one “other” person

Maybe individual texting 
habits/ voices shape different 
internal personalities within 
this one “other” person?

Current 
return to 
brutalist 
web?



Talkomatic (1974)
Compuserve (1969)



Usenet (1980)

BBS (1978)



MUD (1980?)
Quantum Link (1985)



Prodigy (1988)

AOL (1989)



Chatroulette (2009)The Palace (1995)



Quantum Link (1985)



Quantum Link: People Connection



Quantum Link: Habitat



Quantum Link: Habitat



Quantum Link: Habitat



Quantum Link: Habitat



Quantum Link: Habitat

“The Habitat Beta Test was actually a paying pilot-test. 
The testers would be paying $0.08 per minute to play 
and in this way we could see if Habitat was financially 
feasible. ...We wanted to see if Habitat was fun enough 
for paying customers...” 

— F. Randall Farmer, co-creator of Habitat
PDF 
p162

https://tinytickle.co.uk/quantum-link/docs/Habitat_Tech_Transfer_FULL.pdf
https://tinytickle.co.uk/quantum-link/docs/Habitat_Tech_Transfer_FULL.pdf


What kinds of top-down decisions were made that 
shaped the Habitat community?



Web 2.0

Corporate
 

Lags :P
 Flattened 

identity
 

Mundane
 

Demanding
 

4th wall
 



FUTURE


